
Books From The 80s 
 

All books can be found in the picture book section under the author’s 
last name, unless otherwise specified.  

 

  by Robert Munsch 

After her castle and clothes are destroyed by  
the dragon, Princess Elizabeth, dressed only in 
 a paper bag, sets out to rescue Prince Ronald,  

who was taken captive. 1980 
 

 by Tomie dePaola 
A sheepish knight and a passive dragon prepare for 

their first fight, but not before the knight goes to the 
castle library to look up dragon-fighting and the dragon 

searches for tips on knight-fighting. 1980 

  by Mitchell Sharmat 

Gregory wants orange juice and eggs for breakfast 
and his parents are terribly upset!  Why can't he eat 

striped ties and violins, like the rest of the goats? 1980 

 by Trinka Hakes Noble 
Jimmy's boa constrictor wreaks havoc on the class trip 

to a farm!  1980 
 

 by Ruth Brown 
Journeying through a dark, dark house, a black cat 

surprises the only inhabitant of the abandoned 
residence.  1981 

 by Verna Aardema 
A cumulative rhyme relating how Ki-pat brought 

rain to the drought-stricken Kapiti Plain. 1981 



 by Chris Van Allsburg 
Left on their own for an afternoon, two bored and 
restless children find more excitement than they 
bargained for in a mysterious and mystical jungle 

adventure board game. 1981 
 

 by Anita Lobel 
 A child buys presents from A to Z in the 

shops along Market Street. 1981 

 by Steven Kellogg 
When her can of blue paint mysteriously 

disappears, Belinda is determined to find out which 
one of the children took it. 1982 

 by Dr. Seuss  
A boy has a difficult time making decisions  

even though there is a vocal bunch of Hunches 
 to help him. 1982 

 

 by Lynley Dodd 
Hairy Maclary goes off for a walk in town, 
followed by a few friends. All is uneventful  

until they meet Scarface Claw, the toughest cat 
 in town, and run for home. 1983 

 

 by Robert Munsch 
When Sheila and Michael sneak into the back of a 
fire truck, they find themselves in the midst of a 

big smoky emergency. 1983 

 by Leo Lionni 
Unlike other crocodiles, Cornelius walks  
upright, sees things, and does tricks no  

other crocodile can. 1983 

 by Carol Carrick 
One Saturday while visiting the zoo, Hank tells his 
brother Patrick all about dinosaurs, and Patrick 

scares himself by imagining what it would be like if 
the great creatures were alive today. 1983 



 by Ann Jonas  
This book isn't just the story of a round trip--it is  
a round trip! Read forward and look at the sights, 
then flip the book over to see something different 

on the way back. 1983 
 

 by Don Wood 
Little Mouse worries that the big, hungry bear  

will take his freshly picked, ripe, red strawberry  
for himself. 1984 

 by Audrey Wood 
A restless flea manages to wake up everyone in  
the house who was sleeping, including a mouse,  

cat, dog, boy, and his grandmother. 1984 

 by Laura Numeroff 
A young and very accommodating boy discovers you 
can never tell where it will stop if you give a lively, 

but demanding, mouse a cookie. 1985 
 

 by Robert Munsch 
Thomas refuses to wear his new snowsuit despite 
the pleas of his mother, his teacher, and even his 

principal. 1985 
 

 by Robert Munsch 
Jason's dad walks in his sleep. Where will Jason 

find him next? 1985 

 by David M. Schwartz 
Marvelosissimo the magician shows children how 
big the numbers million, billion, and trillion really 

are. 1985 *located in nonfiction under 513.2 SCH* 

 by Linda Williams 
A little old lady who is not afraid of anything must 

deal with a pumpkin head, a tall black hat, and 
other spooky objects that follow her through the 

dark woods trying to scare her. 1985 



 by Marc Brown  
On the first day of school Arthur discovers he's got 

the toughest teacher in the third grade! 1986 
 

 by Helen Lester 
A porcupine named Fluffy is happier with his  
name after he meets a similarly misnamed 

rhinoceros. 1986 
 

 by Leo Lionni 
Three selfish frogs quarrel over who owns their 
pond and island, until a storm makes them value  

the benefits of sharing. 1986 

 by Pat Hutchins 
Each time the doorbell rings, there are more 

 people who have come to share Ma's  
wonderful cookies. 1986 

 

 by Robert Munsch 
Moira’s afraid her parents might get upset if they 

find out she invited the whole school to her birthday 
party… so she just doesn’t tell them. 1987 

 

 by Trinka Hakes Noble 
Looking for some diversion, a bored rancher drives 

to the town of Sleepy Gulch, little knowing that 
some amazing things are happening to his wife and 

his ranch during his absence. 1987 
 

 by Mercer Mayer  
The alligator under his bed makes a boy's bedtime 
hazardous operation, until he lures it out of the 

house and into the garage. 1987  

 by Tedd Arnold 
Walter lives near the top floor of a tall apartment 
building, where one night his habit of jumping on 
his bed leads to a fall through floor after floor, 

collecting occupants all the way down. 1987 



 by Keiko Kasza  
A hungry wolf's attempts to fatten a chicken for 

his stewpot have unexpected results. 1987 
 

 by Robert Munsch 
While looking for her lost father at the airport, 

Angela ends up in the front of the plane.  
She decides to push just one button, and then 

another... and another... 1988 
 

 by Helen Lester 
Tacky's perfect friends find him annoying until his 

odd behavior saves the day. 1988 

 by Cindy Ward 
Cookie the cat gets into a different kind of 

mischief every day of the week. 1988 
 

 by Bill Martin Jr. 
In a rhythmic alphabet chant, all the letters race 

one another up the coconut tree. 1989 
 

 by Mike Thaler 
On the first day of school, a young boy expects only 
the worst when he discovers that his new teacher 

is the "monstrous" Mrs. Green. 1989 
 

 by Jon Scieszka 
A spoof on the three little pigs story, this time told 

from the wolf's point of view. 1989  

 by Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Three white mice discover jars of red, blue, and 
yellow paint and explore the world of color. 1989 

 

 


